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SUBJECT: APPROACH TO DONORS ON ZIMBABWE DEVELOPMENT FUND 


1 . NKOMO, ACCOMPANIED BY CHINAMANO, RECEIVED ME LATE 
TODAY IN HIS HOTEL SUITE. I OUTLINED THE ZIMBABWE DE- 
VELOPMENT FUND, USING ALMOST VERBATIM THE TALKING POINTS 
IN PARAGRAPH 7 OF REFTEL. 

2. NKOMO RESPONDED THAT HE FOUND THE IDEAS ABOUT THE 
FUND VERY "ATTRACTIVE" AND STATED THAT THE EXPLANATION 
REMOVED MANY OF THE DOUBTS HE HAD GAINED FROM READING 
NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS. SEEMED TO HIM TO BE A UNIQUE 
ASSISTANCE CONCEPT AND HE HOPED WE AND UK WOULD HAVE 
SUCCESS IN ATTRACTING DONORS. "ON ITS FACE THIS FUND 
SEEMS TO BE MOST ACCEPTABLE," HE SAID. 

3. HE THEN INQUIRED ABOUT THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
FUND, ITS CONTROL, THE ROLE OF INDIVIDUAL DONOR NATIONS 
("NO NATION GIVES SOMETHING FOR NOTHING"), WHETHER LOANS 
OR GRANTS, AND ZIMBABWE'S "RIGHTS" UNDER THE TERMS OF THE 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 LONDON 20382 16191 1Z 

FUND. 

4. I POINTED OUT THAT HE WAS RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT A 
PROPOSAL VIRTUALLY IN ITS CONCEPTUAL STAGE, FUNDS NOT 
BEING AVAILABLE UNTIL DONORS MAKE DECISIONS TO CONTRIBUTE. 
OBVIOUSLY MANY DETAILS REMAIN AND CANNOT BE SETTLED 
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UNTIL DONORS AND AMOUNTS ARE DETERMINED. I REPEATED 
THAT PROGRAMS WILL NOT BE DECIDED UNILATERALLY BY DONORS 
AND THAT THEY WOULD BE NEGOTIATED WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF 
ZIMBABWE EXERCISING ITS SOVEREIGN RIGHTS. HE SEEMED 
SATISFIED AND RAISED NO FURTHER QUESTIONS. 

5. AT NO POINT DID NKOMO REPEAT HIS PUBLIC ATTACK ON 

THE FUND. HE LISTENED CAREFULLY TO MY EXPLANATION THAT T 
FUND IS NOT A BUY-OUT OR COMPENSATION SCHEME FOR EURO- 
PEANS, BUT HE NEITHER COMMENTED NOR RAISED QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THIS PART OF THE DISCUSSION. 

6. AS I PARTED NKOMO REQUESTED A WRITTEN STATEMENT ABOUT 
THE FUND, WHICH HE HOPED COULD BE PASSED TO HIM BY OUR 
EMBASSY IN LUSAKA, WHERE HE WILL BE AT SOME POINT BEFORE 
HIS RETURN TO GENEVA. 

SPIERS 
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